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The bed retainer is made from solid
French oak sleepers which provide an
eight-inch wide seat along the rear of
the new patio, with planting behind

Alison Cork, from HomesAnd
Bargains.co.uk, has put
together a series of offers
especially for Post readers.
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The garden is on
a south-facing hill
with lovely views
across south Bristol
To give
access to the
shed for bikes
we designed
a counter
balanced
drawbridge,
which flaps
down across
the steep
steps giving
temporary
access to the
shed. Once
installed, the
drawbridge is
raised,
shutting in the
bikes and
giving access
again to the
steps down
into the
garden

Livingbargains
Giveaway of
the week
● OvenLove, a
design-led range
of high quality
traditional
cookware and
accessories from
Premier
Housewares, is
giving two lucky
readers the
chance to win
£150 worth of
beautiful Teflon
coated Non Stick Stoneware. Each set comprises a 31cm and 35cm
oval oven dish, a 30cm and 34.5cm rectangular oven dish, a 29.5cm
round flan dish and a 23.5cm square oven dish. Perfect for cooking
lasagne, crumbles, flans and pastries, OvenLove’s dishes will help you
fill your home with savoury and sweet aromas. They are available to buy
on Amazon, or for a local stockist contact Premier Housewares on
0141 579 2000 or at info@premierhousewares.co.uk.
To enter, text KITCHEN to 83222 (texts cost 50p plus standard network
rate). To enter online and for terms and conditions visit
www.homesandbargains.co.uk/comps. Closes January 5. T&Cs apply

After initial
discussions it
was decided
to replace the
main deck
with an
Indian
sandstone
patio

Fabulous
furniture
● Baytree Interiors
has beautifully
crafted furniture at
up to 50 per cent
cheaper than the
usual RRP and is
offering Homes & Living readers a 10 per cent discount with a further 10 per
cent off if you sign up for a loyalty card. There is a vast selection of
affordable furniture sets with finishes, including the Marrakesh collection
(pictured). Other ranges include Venetian Mirrored and a distressed painted
range called Old Country. Lighting, accessories, gifts and wall art are also
available. Visit www.baytree-interiors.co.uk and enter santa at the checkout
or call 01845 518 066. Offer ends December 19.

Fabric to fit

● Spruce up tired pieces of good
quality furniture with a little help
from Lynplan. The upholstery
specialist has been designing
tailored covers to fit top name
brands such as Parker Knoll,
Cintique, Ercol, G-Plan, Minty,
Collins & Hayes, Tetrad, Multiyork,
Duresta, M&S and Laura Ashley for
over 60 years. Readers can claim 20
per cent off. A huge range of fabrics
are available, all precisely cut to fit
each model. Fabric samples and
prices can be requested and sent
out by post. Call 0208 680 4750 or
go to www.lynplan.com to claim.

Cute kitchens

● Transform dated kitchens with
help from Kitchen Restoration.
Doors and drawer fronts can be
replaced, creating a new look with
minimal cost and disruption. There
are over 400 different styles
including painted finishes, laminates
and woods and if you arrange a free
quote before December 24, Kitchen
Restoration will pay the VAT. Sinks,
taps and worktops are available too.
Visit www.kitchen-restoration.com
or call 0800 9177 238 and quote
25/11/T/BH to claim.
● For more bargains and deals, see
www.homesandbargains.co.uk

Don’t leave that poor
tree pining for water
Livinginside
As the recession continues to
bite hard, Hannah Stephenson
looks at the price of Christmas
trees and offers tips on how to
keep them looking their best
throughout the festive season

I
Sleepers, raised beds
... and a drawbridge!

M

OST garden enquiries are from
customers who
have an existing
garden, which is
useable but not
aesthetically
pleasing, or one which is difficult
to use. In a recent project for a
young couple, we were called out to
their terraced garden in Clifton.
The garden was on a south-facing
hill with lovely views across south
Bristol. Access from the house was
via French doors, on to a small
lower patio. Turning left, three timber steps led up to a small, very
shaky deck. Turning right, three
more steps led up to the main
garden, which was also decking.

Faced with the problem of
providing a bike shed in a
garden where the access is
via steep steps, Tom Phillips,
from All Garden Design,
came up with a clever
solution – a drawbridge!

Livingoutside
This had been laid directly on to
a soil base and was beginning to
rot. This garden needed help – functionally and aesthetically.

After initial discussions it was
decided to replace the main deck
with an Indian sandstone patio and
to include a raised bed to the far

5

www.thisisbristol.co.uk

Next to the new
patio are two
smaller planters –
the lower one is
for herbs, which
can be picked
directly from the
kitchen level

wall. The bed retainer is made
from solid French oak sleepers
which provide an eight-inch wide
seat along the rear of the new patio,
with planting behind. This bed
wraps around the corner, making a
permanent sitting spot available at
any time of year.
Next to the new patio are two
smaller planters. The lower one is
for herbs, which can be picked
directly from the kitchen level.
The upper planter is too shady for
herbs, so has small shade-tolerant
plants to soften the patio edge.
In the original design we had to
find a space for storing two bikes.
These had been sitting on the
small intermediate deck, which
was not the best place, as access

from the garden is by a side gate
approached at the top of a steep
flight of steps.
We decided to make a small tiled
shelter for the bikes, which was
built on the upper level just to the
left of the side gate.
To give access to the shed for
bikes we designed a counterbalanced drawbridge, which flaps
down across the steep steps giving
temporary access to the shed.
Once installed, the drawbridge
is raised, shutting in the bikes and
giving access again to the steps
down into the garden.
The front of the shed was
covered with a close mesh timber
trellis, with Perspex sheeting behind to keep out the rain.

A timber planter at the foot of the
bike shed gives a place for climbers
to cover the trellis. The rest of the
planting was focused on summer
colour interest and flowers to help
attract wildlife, which was of particular interest to Ross.
Another important detail of the
brief was that Alice was expecting
her first child, which meant a
quick juggling of our schedule so
we would be able to finish the
garden well before the due date.
We managed it, and I am happy
to say that, on my recent follow-up
visit this week, I was delighted to
meet baby Jago.

● Call Tom Phillips on
0117 951 1923, 07739 456765, or
visit www.allgardendesigns.co.uk

F YOU want a real Christmas
tree this year you’re likely to
have to pay more for it, especially if you want a tall one,
according to industry insiders.
Imports of trees have slumped
because of the falling value of
the pound against the euro, giving
growers in this country the opportunity to hike their prices.
The problem has been exacerbated
by a shortage of tall trees. Last year,
growers saw an increase in demand for 6ft trees, which has
left fewer trees to grow any
higher. Those who want
their tree to be between
7ft and 10ft will have to
pay more – if they can
find one, that is.
Mild weather has
also been a problem
for growers, as
ideally a hard frost
is needed before
the tree is cut in
order to ‘fix’ the
needles on to the
branches.
Around eight million Christmas trees
are bought in the UK
every year, 60 per cent
of them Nordmann
firs. Consumers should
be able to buy a 5ft
non-drop Nordmann fir,
the most popular variety, for
about £30 and a 6ft tree for
between £35 and £40 from independent growers, says Roger Hay, secretary of the British Christmas Tree
Growers Association.
A similar 5ft tree from B&Q will
come in at around £35 while 6ft-plus
examples will be around £45. If you’re
on a budget, go for a Scots or Lodgepole pine or Norway spruce, with
prices for a 5ft tree under £25.
Details of growers near you can be

found on the website www.christmastree.org.uk
The most important thing to do to
keep trees in good condition
throughout the festive season is to
saw off the bottom inch of the trunk,
which becomes blocked with air or
sap soon after cutting, and then immerse in water.
“Buy a water-holding stand because trees will drink three to four
pints a day,” says Matthews. “Never
let the water level drop below
the water level of the tree
because in a matter of
hours air pockets will
block the capillaries in
the branches and the
tree will stop drinking. If it stops taking
water it will dry out
and needles will
drop.”
Hay adds: “Make
sure the tree you
buy is fresh. Look
at the colour. When
it dries out it loses
some of its green
hue. Stroke the
needles and they
should feel moist to
the touch.
“Always put it on the
ground to assess the
size and shape before you
buy. If it starts shedding
some of its needles it’s not
the freshest.”
Of course, it’s wise to shop around.
If you’re prepared to leave the tree
until the week before Christmas you
may bag a bargain.
Once you have the tree, treat it like
any plant being brought into a warm,
dry atmosphere. Keep it away from
radiators and other direct heat and
keep the container topped up with
water every day. You will be surprised
how much it needs.

